
Learning Together 

dialogic approaches to school improvement and cultural change: 
experiences from China and the UK

Friday 19 June 2015
St Mary’s Conference Centre, Sheffield

Inspired by a new international education publication 
and founded on the principle of learning together, this 
day conference shares an ‘East meets West’ dialogue 
around whole school improvement and cultural change. 
DECSY, together with key partners in Shanghai and 
England, invite you to hear first-hand from pioneers in 
this exciting initiative; to engage in active workshops; 
and to partake in dialogic spaces that bring learning 
concepts to life.

Learning Together will:
• demonstrate the value of intercultural learning and exchange;

• explore frameworks for critical thinking and creative change;

• enable the sharing of pedagogies in Chinese and English schools;

• provide confidence to take ideas from concept to classroom;

• build leadership for implementing whole-school cultural change;

• showcase an ‘East meets West’ approach to teaching and learning; and

• recognise teachers as members of professional learning communities.

Who is it for?
If you are passionate about learning and interested in global issues, values, 
sustainability, communities, international links, and critical and creative 
pedagogies then this is for you. The day will be especially valuable to those in, or 
aspiring to, leadership roles in schools or in organisations that support them.

How to book a place
Please contact Jane Anderson at DECSY by email - 
jane@decsy.org.uk - or phone - 0114 241 2751

Further information
For more about the programme, workshops, travel 
guidance, further background or copies of the book, visit:

www.eastmeetswest.lifeworldslearning.co.uk 

*a complimentary copy of the book will be given to participants.

£120 
per person 

(students, £50] 

Partners in the publication

Views from two of the world's leading teacher 

training Institutes

' This very special book is a celebration of  the success of establishing a unique and 

creative ' East meets West ' dialogue in education … It contains many profound ideas and 

practices which can greatly improve teaching and learning,  both in and out of the 

classroom ' .
Professor Gu Zhiyue

Emeritus Professor of  East China Normal University

Former Dean of Shanghai Pudong Institute of Education Development

Deputy Head of Shanghai Teachers' Study Association 

' … provocative,  informative and inspiring.  What interests me about the book are the ideas 

that underpin the practical outcomes featured so brilliantly'.

Professor David Lambert 

                                       Institute of Education 

University of London

Developing

Global Schools in China：

East meets West

learning together

This pioneering book has been written by 23 Chinese and 21 Western authors, most of 

whom are teachers. It is concerned with comparative (Chinese and Western) education,   

including global learning, and demonstrates the considerable benefits of teacher 

collaboration at an international level.

The book covers topics such as curriculum planning, including  continuity and progression, 

curriculum content, teaching and learning processes,  assessment and quality assurance.

Emphasis is placed on the key role of leadership and on the need to provide opportunities 

for teachers to be creative and to co-operate in global schools which are learning 

organisations for staff as well as their students.

Two other key themes are the advantages of co operation between teachers and the 

important role of central organisations in promoting quality education.

An important aim of the book is to provide a catalyst  for school based and inter school  

continuous professional development.  It is also a useful focus for students engaged in initial 

teacher training.
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